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	Introduction and Scope Note

November 3, 2010
Susan Reid of Ashland compiled historical and contemporary photographs and poetry in connection with her 1988 master’s thesis, “Pear Packing: A Season of Women’s Work,” which examines the historic role of women in the Rogue Valley pear industry and the importance of women’s work in the regional economy.
In the summer of 1984, Reid attended pear-packing school, which trains new packers for packinghouses near Medford, at the Southern Oregon Sales (S.O.S.) packing shed. In autumn of that 1984 she worked as a pear packer for S.O.S. for the three-month packing season. Reid decided to study traditional roles of women’s work in the Jackson County orchard industry while working on a master’s degree in sociology at Southern Oregon State College.

The resulting presentation consists of photographs of her workplace by Jane Cory Van Dyke, with Reid’s accompanying poetry, and historical photographs donated by Southern Oregon Historical Society.

The collection consists of 11 separately mounted historical photographs, 10 taken in the early 1900s, and one in the 1930s or 1940s. Cory Van Dyke’s 12 photos are mounted on five boards; another board features three taken at S.O.S. in 1949, and three taken in 1987 at Pinnacle Orchards. Reid’s poems inspired by the seasonal work accompany the photographs. 

Reid donated the collection to Hannon Library after a Nov. 5, 2009, presentation given as part of the 2009-10 Friends of Hannon Library lecture series.  
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	Collection #017: SUSAN J. REID COLLECTION 
	

	
	Box 1: Exhibit Boards
	

	
	
	File 1: Separately mounted oversize historical photographs on eleven exhibit boards; three exhibit boards (oversize) with photographs, accompanying poetry and explanatory text; and three signage boards 
	

	
	
	
	Item 1: A mounted exhibition label for “Pear Packing: A Season of Women’s Work” by Susan Reid
	

	
	
	
	Item 2: A mounted photograph with two women packing pears in a warehouse accompanied by a poem titled “The Season”.
	

	
	
	
	Item 3: A mounted photograph of Susan Reid packaging pears with an introduction to her show. 
	

	
	
	
	Item 4: A mounted sign describing the photographic and poetry show by Susan Reid
	

	
	
	
	Item 5: A mounted sign “Pear Packing: A Season of Women’s Work”
	

	
	
	
	Item 6: A mounted photograph of four women sitting amongst the many picked pears.
	

	
	
	
	Item 7: A mounted photograph of people gathered outside of “Southern Oregon Pears” warehouse and pear orchard.
	

	
	
	
	Item 8: A mounted photograph of employees working in the “(SOS) Southern Oregon Sales” Medford, Oregon location pear-packing warehouse, 1949.
	

	
	
	
	Item 9: A mounted photograph of employees wrapping pears and surrounding open boxes of packaged pears.
	

	
	
	
	Item 10: A mounted photograph of employees surrounding open boxes of packaged pears.
	

	
	
	
	Item 11: A mounted photograph of employees in a pear-packaging warehouse.
	

	
	
	
	Item 12: A mounted photograph employees working in the inside of a Pear packing factory.
	

	
	
	
	Item 13: A mounted photograph of employees working at a pear-packaging warehouse.
	

	
	
	
	Item 14: A mounted photograph of employees for Winter Nelis Pears.
	

	
	
	
	Item 15: A mounted photograph of employees in pear warehouse.
	

	
	
	
	Item 16: A mounted photograph of employees at the “J.A. Whitman, Packer and Shipper of Southern Oregon Fruit” train depot.
	

	
	Box 2: (Map Drawer): Exhibit Boards
	

	
	
	File 1: Sixteen photographs mounted on four oversize exhibit boards, with accompanying poetry and explanatory text
	

	
	
	
	Item 1: A series of mounted photographs of employees working a pear packaging warehouse accompanied by a poem titled “Day’s Pace”  
	

	
	
	
	Item 2: A series of three mounted photographs of the same woman packing pears accompanied by a poem titled “Hands”.
	

	
	
	
	Item 3: A series of mounted Photographs of employees from “Southern Oregon Sales”, 1949 and from Pinnacle Orchards Packing House, Medford 1987, all are participating in potluck meals accompanied by a poem titled “Potluck”.
	

	
	
	
	Item 4: A series of mounted photographs of women packing “(SOS) Southern Oregon Sales Medford Pears” in a warehouse accompanied by a poem titled “Pretty Packs”.
	


